
P H O N I C S  A N D  

R E A D I N G  

I N F O R M AT I O N  

E V E N I N G



Thank you for your 

attendance.  Being here 

today or reading this 

presentation at home 

indicates that you share our 

passion for reading and 

recognise the life-changing 

impact that being a fluent 

and critical reader has on our 

children.



W H Y 

RE A D I NG  

MAT T E RS  



What is Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP)

Systematic Synthetic Phonics is a way of teaching children to read, write and spell. 

The sounds that children learn are taught in a specific, systematic order (not 

alphabetically) so that children can begin to build words from these sounds as early 

as possible. 

Phonics supports children to hear, identify and link the sounds that letters make 

(phonemes) to what the letters look like when written down (graphemes). This 

helps children to recognise and read words, using knowledge of the sounds to read 

new or unfamiliar words. 

(5.08mins in)



What is Rocket 

Phonics?

Rocket Phonics is a Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) 
programme that supports children in developing all the skills 

they need to successfully read, write and spell. It forms part of 
the Boost Reading scheme.

The programme offers a wide range of beautifully designed 
and engaging resources, such as flashcards, sound mats, 

interactive Big Books, and online quizzes, all of which help to 
reinforce and extend learning.

A fully matched series of decodable reading books, covering a 
variety of genres, is also provided. These books are used in class 

and sent home, giving children the chance to practise and 
apply their phonics skills in different contexts.



In Rocket Phonics lessons, your child will:

-Learn to recognise, say, read, write, and spell all 44 sounds of the English language.

-Revisit and consolidate sounds they have already learned.

-Be introduced to new sounds in a clear and structured way.

-Take part in a variety of activities that practise and apply their reading, writing, 

and spelling skills.



A typical teaching week

Share what we do with reference to the resources.



New sounds are introduced 

using interactive flashcards

https://my.risingstars-

uk.com/html5_renderers/LaunchR

HResource.aspx?resourceGUID=da

98082a-95f8-4f2c-81b8-

4d9746a3d4dd&courseGUID=a727

3eab-570d-49cb-9455-

db5631042e60
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Monday: Introduce a new letter sound with a blending focus.

Pupils then 

see and hear 

the new 

sound, in this 

case ‘S, 

through the 

Big Book.

The sound is 

used 

frequently 

within the 

text.

Pupils join in, 

saying the 

new sound 

when they 

encounter it 

in the peach 

lozenge.



Children then work in smaller groups to 

complete a page from their phonics booklets.

Initially, the activity is guided and completed 

together, but as their confidence grows, they 

begin to work more independently.

Phonics Booklet 



Tuesday: Repeat letter sound with a segmenting focus.

Pupils practise the 

sound they were 

introduced to in the 

previous lesson, 

segmenting for 

spelling and using 

the sound in their 

own writing.

Accurate letter formation 

is taught for both upper 

and lower case letters.  

Additional handwriting 

opportunities are 

provided at other points 

in the week.



New sounds are introduced 

using interactive flashcards

https://my.risingstars-

uk.com/html5_renderers/LaunchR

HResource.aspx?resourceGUID=d

a98082a-95f8-4f2c-81b8-

4d9746a3d4dd&courseGUID=a72

73eab-570d-49cb-9455-

db5631042e60 
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Wednesday: Introduce a new letter sound with a blending focus.

Pupils are 

introduced 

then see and 

hear the 

second sound, 

of the week 

through the 

Big Book.

The sound is 

used 

frequently 

within the 

text.

Pupils join in, 

saying the 

new sound 

when they 

encounter it 

in the peach 

lozenge.





Thursday: Repeat letter sound with a segmenting focus.

Pupils practise 

the sound 

they were 

introduced to 

in the 

previous 

lesson, 

segmenting 

for spelling 

and using the 

sound in their 

own writing.

Accurate 

letter 

formation is 

taught for 

both upper 

and lower 

case letters.  

Additional 

handwriting 

opportunities 

are provided 

at other 

points in the 

week.



Friday: Flexible 

learning day.

This is a flexible day where the current needs of the 

children can be met in a variety of different ways, such 

as:

• Teaching and practising ‘tricky’ words 

• Opportunities to use prior learning in games and 

puzzles

• Chance for teachers to revisit prior learning with 

target groups



RE A D I NG  

B OOK S  



The Phonics Sound Phases

We teach sounds in groups called phases, and each phase can take a 

few weeks to complete. Your child won’t be given a reading book 

to take home until all the sounds in that phase have been taught 

and practised at school. This means they’ll be fully ready to read 

the book on their own.

Your child might stay on the same phase of books for a while, and 

that’s okay! Repeating and practising helps the learning stick. 

While reading those books at home, your child will also be 

learning new sounds at school and practising them in class with 

special reader books.









Cuddle up books

Teaching children to recognise sounds, to blend for Reading and to segment for 

Writing are essential in enabling them to become successful and independent 

learners.  However, we recognise that fostering a life-long love of Reading requires 

many tools.  At school, we share a rich and varied diet of texts with your children 

and we encourage you to do the same at home.

Find time regularly to cuddle up with a book and to make this a treasured time in 

your day.  In addition to a Reading Planet text, your child will also bring a ‘Cuddle 

Up’ book home.  They won’t be able to read all of the words but do take time to 

read to them, to allow them to join in when they can and to talk together about the 

text.  We will be providing a variety of question prompts on a bookmark to support 

you with this.



TOP T IPS  FOR 

SUPPORTI NG 

READING AT  

HOME





1. Read As Regularly As You 

Can At Home

Reading at home matters just as much as reading at school.

It gives children extra practice and surrounds them with rich 

language.

Read with your child, not just listen to them.

Many parents think home reading is only about hearing their child 

read aloud. While that’s important, letting your child hear you read is 

just as valuable.

When you share your love of books and read aloud to them, you’re 

showing that reading can be fun and exciting—not just schoolwork. 

This helps spark their own love of reading.



2. Build Reading 

Into Your Child’s 

Daily Routine

Make reading part of your child’s daily routine.

It could be before bed, after dinner, or in the morning 

whatever works best for your family.

Keep it positive.

Don’t worry about how long your child reads. If they need a 

break, that’s okay! Reading takes a lot of effort, especially when 

they’re still learning.

Little by little.

Your child doesn’t need to finish a whole book in one sitting. 

Short, regular reading times help them build stamina and enjoy 

books more.



3. Encourage A Range Of 

Reading Materials

Reading isn’t just about books!

Your child can read anything—magazines, recipes, game 

instructions, and more.

Look for reading everywhere.

When you’re out, encourage your child to read signs, 

shop names, posters, or timetables.

Why it helps.

This shows them that reading is part of everyday life 

and helps them use their skills in real situations.



4. Develop Your Child’s Love of Reading

Give books as presents

Encourage your child to organise book swaps with friends

Visit the local library or book shop together regularly

Have a family bookshelf and start a family book club

Alternate between print books and eBooks 

Watch the film version once your child has read the print 
version

Mix it up: read non-fiction books as well as fiction books



Thank you

Thank you for attending.  

If you do have any questions, please do ask.

This PowerPoint will be available on the school website for you 

to refer to at home and as your child continues to progress on 

their reading journey.
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