Class Meeting for Parents

September 2025




Welcome to Giraffes class!

We hope at the end of the meeting, you will:
* Find out about our class;
* Be aware of the class expectations;

* Find out about our vision, values and learning behaviours;

Find out how you can help your child at home;

Have the opportunity to ask any questions you may have.
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Christian Values — these are the sitx va

underpin our ethos.

Friendship

Respect

Responsibility

J Compassion

Perseverance Courage




Behaviour - Five principles of conduct that
underpin practice for statt:

Consistent, calm, adult behaviour

First attention for best conduct

Relentless routines

The use of scripts for difficult interventions and conversations

Restorative follow-up




Learning Behaviours




Rewards
¥ ClassDojo

’
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* C(lassDojo points for showing learning behaviours and living our vision and
values.

ClassDojo points will be collected by the House Captains and counted up
regularly and the weekly winners will be shared in celebration assembly.
Certificates for demonstrating our vision and our learning behaviours will be

given out in Friday’s celebration assembly.




Year group:

FAITH, COMMUNITY, HOPE

At Marcham CE Primary School, our aim and
purpose s summed up in our mission statement:
“to achieve excellence in education in a safe,
caring, collaborative community where Christian
values are integral and learning is fun®. We are a
caring and happy school that encourages and
expects everyone, both children and staff, to give
of their best.

We welcome the involvement and the support of
parents and appreciate how vital this parinership
is to our children’s leaming and development.

This Home-School agreement 2ims to enhance
this relationship. Written in collaboration with
parents, staff and pupils, it sets out the role and
responsibilities of each group in this partnership.
Waorking together, we will be able to provide a
stimulating and enjoyable education for the
children of Marcham School which will enable
them to contribute positively to a fast-changing
world.
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“Ready, respeciful, safe.’
September 2024
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StaffiTeachers

The school will do its best to:

Make sure yvour child is enabled to achieve
beyond that which they think themselves
capable.

(Offer a broad and balanced curriculum which
meets the needs of your child and broadens
their horizons;

Welcome parents/carers into the life of the
school, Keeping you informed about general
school matters, and aim to give you adequate
nofice of events, performances and school

UEIES

Develop your child's sense of responsibility for
their own leaming and behaviour

Let you know regularly (at least 3 times a year)
how your child is progressing:

Set your child regular homewaork tasks,
including reading, and ensure that it is marked

or acknowledged:

Contact you as soon as possible if we are
concermed about your child's work or
behaviour,

Contact yvou by 9:30am if your child iz absent
and the school has not been notifisd;

Get back to you within 2 days if you write to us
or phone us;

Offer a range of extra-curricular activities
designed to enrich the children’s school
experience.

Pupils

To help me do well at school, | will do my best

fo:

Apply myself to my leaming and listen carefully-

Be polite, helpful and thoughtful towards the
ather children and adults;

Come to school and be on fime;

Ask the adults in school or someone at home to
help if | find my work difficult:

Read my books to someone at home:

Take homework home and do it so that it can
be handed in on fime;

Always come to school with the right
equipment: take responsibility for my
belongings and respect that of athers;

Take good care of the school and the things in

i

Recognise my responsibility in representing the
school while on trips or on my way to or from

drhzol

Farticipate in a range of activities and be
prepared to work as part of a team;

Come to school with a positive attitude and help
aothers to enjoy it too.

Embrace the school values and High-Five
learning behaviours.

To help my child at school, | will do my best

Parents/Carers

fo:

Make sure that my child attends school and is
on time;

Ensure my child is appropriately dressed for
school and school activifies;

Support the school in maintaining good
behaviour and discipline;

Encourage my child to apply themselves to
their leaming and support them in the
homework tasks set, including helping them to
find a suitable place and time to do the

homework,

Listen to my child read regularly, in
accordance with the Homework schedule;
Contact school by 9am at the latest if my child
is absent,

Let the school know of any issues at home
which may affect my child's work or

behaviour,
Reply to school comespondence;

Attend open evenings and discussions about
my child’s prograss:

Take an interest in the wider life of the school
and support school events and activities.

On school grounds, behave in a way that
models the school's values.
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Information about Giraffes class

Class teacher- Mr Clayton

® All correspondence, I will write their report and you will meet with me at
parents evening,

Both Miss Knowles and I will be teaching across both classes different
subjects.

Supported my Ms Hodge, Miss Jefferies and Miss Oliver.

Wednesday afternoons will be with Miss Priddle (Music) and Mrs Callahan
R.E)




Routines

* PE is on Monday and Thursday. The children will need to have both an indoor and
outdoor PE kit in school everyday.

* Reading Books will be allocated through the Rocket Phonics/ Reading Planets
platform/ or selected from the class library.

* Homework 1s uploaded on Google Classrooms each week.

* Children need to be appropriately clothed and bring water, a snack and bag (with
book and reading record) to school every day.

* Children do not need to bring anything else to school.
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Curriculum i

We want our children to have a broad and balanced curriculum.

. Mornings: Maths, English, Reading, Spelling

Afternoons: History, Geography, Art, DT, RE, PE, French, Science, Computing,
Music, PSHE

The wider curriculum is not necessarily taught every week and can be sometimes

blocked.




Curriculum

English
Spelling and handwriting; independent, shared
and guided reading to develop fluency and
comprehension; writing narratives, persuasive
texts and a biography; grammar, including
punctuation, conjunctions, tenses, adverbials,
types of sentences, paragraphs etc.

Autumn 2025
Wolves & Giraffes

Music
All of our learning will be focused around two key tunes:
Bacharoch Anorak and Meet The Blues as well as the song
Happy
We will develop our listening, composing, and performance
skills, exploring different musical styles and working both
individually and as a group.

Topic — Rainforests
« Geography — We will learn about where rainforests are
located in the world, including North and South America,

and the type of climate they have.

»  We will explore the different layers of the rainforest and the
animals and plants that live there.

History — We will study how people have lived in and used the

rainforest over time,

Maths

Across both year groups we will be focusing
on:

= Place value

- Addition and subtraction

= Multiplication and division

- Fractions

« Converting units

Art and DT
In Art, we will study the work of Henri Rousseau,
exploring his rainforest paintings and using his
techniques as inspiration for our own artwork.
In DT, we will design and create Christmas crafts,
developing our creativity and practical skills while
working with different materials.

PSHE
We will focus on "Being Me in My World," learning about self-

identity and their community role, and "Celebrating Difference,”
where they will appreciate diversity and respect others.

PE
We will develop our teamwork and ball skills
through playing Handball and Tag Rugby, focusing
on passing, movement, and tactics.

In Gymnastics, we will explore balance, control,
and sequences, creating and performing routines
with increasing confidence.

We will also work on improving our overall Fitness
through a range of activities designed to build
stamina, strength, and agility.

Religious Education
We will explore the question “How and why do Christians try to moke the
world o better ploce?” by learning about Christian values, teachings, and
examples of how people live out their faith
We will also consider “How do people make valid judgements about how
ond why the world is as it is?” by discussing different beliefs, values, and
worldviews, and reflecting on our own ideas.

Computing
We will learn to “Know Your Network”, understanding how computer
networks, including the internet, work and how data is shared.
We will also develop our programming skills through Coding with Scratch,
creating, debugging, and improving our own projects.

Science
Light
We will investigate how light travels and how we
see things, including how shadows are formed
and how they change
We will carry out experiments to explore
reflection and refraction, and how light can be
used in everyday life.
Electricity
We will learn how to build and test electrical
circuits, using components such as bulbs,
switches, buzzers, and motars.

We will explore how the brightness of a bulb or
the speed of a motor can be changed and will
apply our knowledge to design and test cur own
circuits.

French
In French, we will review previous learning and
focus on vocabulary related to ourselves and
French shopping.

Please see the class topic web located on the school website for further information
regarding the teaching and learning this term. This topic web will be updated half termly and

available on the website.




How we teach: %i%

* Pitch our lessons well and ensure learning happens every lesson, every day.

We ensure consolidation and progression through our planning and medium-term planning structure.

Help children who are finding things difficult (either academically, socially or emotionally) - we want to
close gaps and overcome barriers.

* Ensure that children are challenged. Learning 1s hard...
* Promote the REACH learning behaviours so that children learn how to be life-long independent learners.

* Staff work as a team and share good practice with each other - we use lots of different professionals both
in school and out.

Our Learning and Teaching policy is on the school website.
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Reading:

Reading is a key skill and fundamental for learning across the curriculum.

1. Listen to them read every day
A small amount of reading practise every day is likely to be more useful than a large block all at once.
Don’t be afraid to reread.
Practise reading away from reading books.
The world 1s full of text to read — if there are words in the environment that children can read, encourage
- them to read them as much as possible. There’s nothing like the feeling of using your new reading powers
in the real world!
2. Read zo them every day

Listening to books and stories that they can’t yet read independently 1s vital for helping them to enjoy
reading, develop their language skills and comprehension, and eventually become a confident reader

themselves. We need to drench them in language!
Make a regular time.
Choose a wide range of books.
Don’t be afraid to re-read.




Writing — part of our school development plan

Writing is complex - finding ideas and communicating them in writing is hard. Be
positive and find creative ways of practising.

Encourage vour children to write at home

® Ask the children to write down the weekly shopping list.

Write plays that they can perform in front of you — say for a special family occasion — or just a
weekly feature!

* Ask the children what they want to watch on TV and get them to make a list, finding out
stations, days, starting and ending times.

* Ask older children to write bedtime stories for younger siblings. The younger children could,
the next day, draw pictures of the story and explain what they’ve drawn and why.

* Write a letter or postcard and send it to a friend or relative.
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Maths: Calculation Procedures

* Information about how we teach Maths can be found on the school website,

Includaing \Wa oIt presentation given a - couple-o caArs a0 - a2bout-howv OU-Ca
(<)

help to embed Maths learning at home

. * If you are unclear how your child has been taught, because it is different to how you .

were, then this will be your first port of call. Of course, we want to help you so you
can help your child! Please make an appointment with me if you need further help or
advice.




How you can help your child - Maths

I see maths is an organisation recognised by NCETM (National Centre for
Excellence in the teaching of Mathematics)

* They have suggested some games parents can play with their child to
encourage strategical reasoning and thinking.

* Practise your times tables on Times Table Rock Stars- 10 minutes a day
would be ideal- teachers can still see it!



https://www.iseemaths.com/games-resources/
https://www.iseemaths.com/games-resources/
https://www.iseemaths.com/games-resources/
https://www.iseemaths.com/games-resources/

Homework is set on Thursday and is due to be returned to school on
Thursday

Each week there will be an English and Maths activity to consolidate learning
within the classroom.

Reading records will be checked on Fridays.
There will be a weekly spelling test.
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Special Educational Needs

* SEN covers social, emotional and mental health needs, communication and interaction n
cognition and learmng needs, physical and/or sensory needs, fine motor needs, specific
learning difficulties such as Workmg memory needs or processing needs.

* If you think your child might have SEN, or if we think your child might have SEN, we will be
in touch or in the first instance please contact your class teacher

* If your child has SEN, there are 3 additional meetings a year- November, February and June.
These are with the class teacher and Mrs Callahan may join where appropriate to do so.

The SENCo ( Mrs Callahan) has strategic overview of the provision for all children with
SEN in the school

As a school, we know the biggest impact on pupils with SEN is:

Quality First Teaching
Targeted interventions- time focused and practicable targets.

Adults asking your child their opinion and adjusting practise as needed

e o

Governors monitoring our SEN support
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Reminder: Ways you can help your child...

* Please be on time in the morning, Gates open at 8:35am.

* Eat well- bring a fruit snack KS2

* Send them with a water bottle — with just water in (Feeling thirsty can affect
learning and memory function by 10%)

* Read every day — try to make it part of your routine. Be a role model for reading.

* Support them to complete homework activities

* Help your child become independent- make sure they

A=
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bring the correct things to school, carry their own bags etc




How you can help your child- sleep

We all know that sleep helps us to:

* Learn better- our brain forms new pathways in our sleep

* Improve our emotional and mental wellbeing
* Communicate and interact well with others

* Helps us grow, repair cells etc

Please help us by having a set bedtime, set routine, reducing screen time before
bed and down time.
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Diary Dates — check the newsletter for
updates.

Thursday 18™ September — Flu vaccination

Tuesday 23 September- Residential meeting (adults & children welcome)
Thursday 2°¢ October — Harvest Festival — 2pm
Thursday 2°¢ October — School photographs

Thursday 2224 October — Open morning (8.35 — 9.05am) — come and see you child in their
classrooms, look at their books and find out about their learning;

Friday 24" October — INSET day — school closed for children
Monday 3 November — Term 2 begins
Tuesday 2°¢ December - Parents’ evening: more details to follow

Thursday 4" December - Parents’ evening: more details to follow




Thank you for coming!

% % Please stay if you want to ask any questions.
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